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Context  
 

Existing Regulations on social security systems: 
Citizens needing care when temporarily abroad  

Prior authorisation for planned care 
 

12 years of ECJ Rulings on patient mobility:  
 Kohll and Decker (1998); Ferlini (2000); Geraets-Smits and Peerbooms (2001); 
Vanbraekel (2001); Inizan (2003); Müller Fauré and Van Riet (2003); Leichtle 
(2004); Watts (2006); Stamatelaki (2007); Elchinov (2010). 

 

Removal of healthcare from Services Directive (2006): 
EP and Council called for a specific health legal instrument 

 



The  legislative process  

Adoption  of the Commission proposal: 2 July 2008 

First reading:  July 2008 - September 2010 

Second reading:   

19 January 2011: Vote in Parliament 

28 February 2011: Formal adoption of the Council 

 

Publication in the Official Journal: 4 April 2011 

Entry into force:  24 April 2011 
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The 3 aims of this Directive    
 

» Help patients to exercise their 
rights to reimbursement for 
healthcare received in another 
EU country 

 

2. Provide assurance about safety and 

quality of cross-border healthcare   

  

3. Establish formal cooperation  

 between health systems  

 



Helping patients  

Information to patients 

 Patients will have access to all relevant information via 
National Contact Points. 

 

Rules of reimbursement 

 Clarification of rules - patients will know:  

 (1) need for prior authorisation; (2) reasons for its refusal; (3) 
level of reimbursement, and (4) need for up-front payment 

 

Procedural guarantees 

 Patients will benefit from:  

 (1) clarification of responsibilities;  (2) rules if something 
goes wrong; (3) right to review of administrative decisions; 
and (4) right to judicial proceedings 



Information to patients  

 National Contact Points 
  

 Member States will set up their National 
 Contact Point(s) to help patients make 
 informed decisions  

 Information provided will cover:  

 Rights; entitlements; reimbursement; 
 quality and safety standards; healthcare 
 providers and restrictions on their right to 
 practise; appeal and complaint 
 procedures and mechanisms for seeking 
 remedies, etc. 

http://www.google.de/imgres?imgurl=http://www.quizzen-online.de/images/fragezeichen3.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.quizzen-online.de/&usg=__l_Pz9kMklTpKoicVR1SE9gIYN2U=&h=498&w=292&sz=4&hl=de&start=2&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=UaGq1BOJ0tQ7KM:&tbnh=130&tbnw=76&prev=/search?q=fragezeichen&hl=de&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=20&biw=1003&bih=592&tbm=isch&ei=-a3DTf2-L5GeOpTViIkE


Healthcare Providers  

 

Provide information 

Professional liability insurance 

Calculation of prices 

Medical record 


