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Main issues 

ÅThe overall context 

ïCommon challenges in Europe 

 the approach by the Hungarian Presidency 

ïThe Europe 2020 Strategy 

ïOperation of the internal market 

The directive on cross-border health care 

ÅResponses to complex challenges 

ïSynergic processes 

 At EU level: 

ïEU level health policy considerations 

ïEnhanced co-operation among Member States 

At national level: 

ïHealth sector transformation 

ïState of play in preparing for the implementation of the Directive 
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Approach by the Hungarian EU Presidency 

ÅOverall health sector theme: Patient and 
Professional Pathways in Europe 

 

ÅTop priority issues put on the agenda of the 
informal meeting of Ministers of Health: 

ïInvesting in health systems of the future 

ïHuman Resources for Health 

ïThe new EU Health Programme following 2013 
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Investing in health systems of the future 

European health systems face common challenges due to: 

Ådemographic ageing, 

Åchanging population needs, 

Å increasing patient expectations, 

Åmajor disparities, serious health gaps (between and within 
Member States),  

Åchanging care philosophy, 

Å rapid technology diffusion;  

under the circumstances of : 

uncertain and fragile economic climate particularly 

due to recent global economic-financial crisis limiting 
resources available to our health systems 

  urgent need for health sector modernisation 
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Key challenge 

It is not at all a new phenomenon! 

Key question - fundamental trade-off:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scale and urgency of the changing situation; if unaddressed it might become a 

destabilising factor in future economic and social landscape of the EU 

 

 

How to find  

the sensitive balance  

between 

Ensuring access to  

high quality  

health care services 

 

The circumstances of  

the scarcity of economic  

and other resources 
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Positioning health / health care in the Europe  

2020  Strategy 

EU2020 Strategyôs fundamental objectives 
 

Åovercoming the European impact of the global 
economic-financial crisis; 

Åto make the EU a smart, sustainable and 
inclusive economy which will, in turn  

Ådeliver high levels of employment, 
productivity, social and territorial cohesion.  

 

In this process, the active involvement and 
participation of the health sector is 

indispensable! 
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Positioning health / health care in the Europe 

2020 Strategy 2. 

EU2020 can create the momentum  
to shift health policy from its previous predominant focus on cost-containment  

Å towards a position where innovation becomes an acknowledged driver of 
economic growth. 

 

Health/health systems considerations are not explicitly reflected in the 

Strategy, but health issues should be embedded in the Strategy in many 

ways!        

      to achieve economic growth, 

healthy labour force,    leading to 

healthy population in general  - higher employment levels, 

central, essential precondition  - less people being at risk of  
        poverty,  

      - exploiting innovation and 

        research potential. 
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Positioning health / health care in the EU 

Multiannual Financial Framework 2014-2020 

ÅEU Budget proposal for 2014-2020 
ïclose interrelation with the implementation of the 

Europe 2020 Strategy  

ïcan be decisive in determining the room for manoeuvre 
for governments in modernising health services and 
improving health status 

 

 

It is crucial that investments in health / health 
care remain eligible for EU structural fund 

financing in the new EU Multiannual 
Financial Framework 
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The directive on cross-border health care 

ÅParallel process: completion of the operation of the 
internal market  

   evident impacts on the health sector 

 

ÅThe implementation of the directive: 

 

    more inter-connection among national health 
systems 

 

    more responsive, more flexible,  

  more open,  

more interactive national health systems 

 


